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Enabling Student Teachers:

Developing Global Citizens through 
a Whole College approach



Learning 
intentions

To explore Education for Sustainable 
Development in Hibernia College

To examine how ESD is embedded in the 
Professional Master of Education (PME) 
Post-Primary programme

To explore how Hibernia College supports 
student teachers and their Treoraithe (Co-
operating Teachers) to embed ESD in their 
classroom practice



Introduction
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Definition

Global Citizenship Education: to include Education for 
Sustainable Development; Wellbeing (personal and 

community); Social Justice, Interculturalism. There should 
be demonstrable integration between Inclusive Education 

and Global Citizenship Education rooted in the
principle of care for others.

Céim, 2020

“all learners are provided with the knowledge and skills to 
promote sustainable development, including, among 

others, through education for sustainable development 
and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, 
promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global 
citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of 

culture’s contribution to sustainable development” 
(UNESCO).

“GCE is not a single subject with a set 
curriculum but rather a framework, a prism 

through which education is seen.”
UNESCO, 2025



From Awareness to Enablement
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Curriculum Design as a tool for Student Enablement



PME Programme Modules



Programme-Wide Integration
• Core Value: GCE is a cross-cutting theme in all PME Post-Primary 

modules.

• Purpose: To prepare teachers to foster inclusion, sustainability, 
empathy, and social justice.

• Alignment: Supports UN SDGs, the Teaching Council’s Cosán and 
Droichead frameworks, and national priorities on inclusion and global 
awareness

Embedding GCE across the programme



Module-Level Embedding

Examples of Global Citizenship Education (GCE) IntegrationModule / Area

Focus on global justice, interculturalism, and equality in education. Reflection on 
positionality and inclusion.

Inclusion, Diversity & Global 
Education

Examines global perspectives in curriculum design. Links to Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL).Curriculum Studies

Session 2: The Purpose of Education – explore philosophical perspectives linked to social 
justicePhilosophy of Education

Reflection on identity as global educators. Embedding inclusion, justice, and 
sustainability in classroom practice.Professional Practice

Opportunities to explore global and social justice themes through action research or 
critical inquiry.Research Project

SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities; North/South divide activity using chocolate coins; 
citizenship projects, Ubuntu, narrative pedagogies.Politics and Society



SDG 6 & 13: Clean water, climate action; focus on sustainability, policy, 
and environmental impact.Agricultural Science

SDGs: Decent Work, Responsible Consumption, Sustainable Cities. Ethical 
business and financial literacy.Accounting

SDGs 3, 4, 12, 13, 15: Inclusive lessons, growth mindset, sustainability 
data projects, appreciation of math in nature.Mathematics

Themes: Climate Action, Wellbeing, Gender Equality, Race, Social Justice 
– through literature, film, and creative writing.English

Teach language through global themes (food, justice, environment). *An 
Triail* (social justice), *Géibheann* (animal rights).MFL & Gaeilge

SDGs 4, 9, 10, 12: Promote equity, innovation, accessibility, and 
responsible digital use.Digital Technology (Elective)

SDGs 3 & 16: Focus on wellbeing, restorative conversations, 
relationships, and learning communities.Wellbeing (Elective)

SDGs: Decent Work, Innovation, Inequality, Responsible Consumption. 
Links to sustainability and national policy.Economics

Blending diverse knowledge sources and applying rigorous inquiry to 
support SDG 4: Quality Education.101 Evidence-Informed Practice



Active methodologies: Critical inquiry, debate, simulation, and problem-
based learning

Collaborative reflection: Digital Padlets and group discussions on global 
challenges.

Cross-curricular connections: Linking subjects (e.g., Science, Geography, 
CSPE, ) to global themes.

Allowing students to become...
Graduates who act as agents of change and reflective practitioners.
Enable the development of learners’ critical thinking, empathy, and 
responsibility toward a sustainable and equitable world.

Pedagogical Approaches



Student Voice and Choice



Student voice: Elective on Education for 
Sustainable Development



Bridging Theory and Practice: 
Community of Practice



Guidelines on 
School Placement
(Teaching Council, 
2021) 

Influential others



Supporting knowledge development and 
sharing of practice

School 
Placement 

Tutor

Student 
Teacher

Academic 
Tutor

“Communities of practice are 
groups of people who share a 
concern or a passion for something 
they do and learn how to do it 
better as they interact regularly.” 
Etienne and Beverly 
Wenger-Trayner (2015)



Subject Methodologies modules

History PME PP students are 
introduced to the pillars of 
Global Citizenship Education 
and the SDGs.

In groups they 
identify where they can 
make connections 
between these pillars and 
SDGs.

I demonstrate how 
I would use these within a 
lesson with my own history 
students.

They then design a 
lesson incorporating these 
elements.



Next Step …....               

Link the History topic to a SDG

Gender Equality

Changing Role 
of Women in 

Ireland in 1960s

SDG 5

• Gender Equality: Equity / Fairness 

• What inequalities or unfairness can you 
see in this issue/situation? - Why are they 
unfair? - Whose voices are loudest? -
Who/what group would you like to hear 
more from? - What can be done to ensure 
that those who are marginalized have 
more of a voice and power?



School Placement Lesson Planning Day 
Learning Intentions for today’s lesson

Learning Intentions : At the end of this lesson, students will be able to …

 LI1 – Explore the universal call of action to transform the world by examining Critical Literacy 
and Sustainable Development Goals.

 LI2 - Understand the concept of global inequalities, how they have happened and develop the 
capacity to respond to issues of global injustice in solidarity with others.

 LI3 – Consider critical thinking skills to everyday situations and apply them in order to take 
appropriate actions for a more just world. 



Tutor Development supporting Student Enablement



Supporting GCE amongst faculty

GCE on the 
Academic Tutor Hub



Supporting Cooperating Teachers



Where did this arise from?

Support Cooperating Teachers



Outline

Professional Learning Supports

Treoraí Handbook

The purpose of the 
handbook is to provide 
the Treoraí with valuable 
information on the 
school placement 
module.  
 
This resource aims to 
bridge the information 
gap and better 
equip Treoraithe in their 
roles.

Module 1 Observing
Teaching and Learning

The first module presents 
some suggested 
techniques and 
strategies for observing 
student teachers in the 
classroom with 
suggestions for focused 
discussion and reflection. 

Module 2 Feedback and 
Reflection

The second module 
aims to enhance the 
ability of Treoraithe to 
provide impactful 
feedback and foster a 
reflective mindset in 
student teachers 

Module 3 Team Teaching

Team teaching, where a 
student teacher 
collaborates with an 
experienced teacher in the 
classroom, can significantly 
enhance the learning 
experience for both the 
student teacher and the 
pupils.  



Module 4: Global Citizenship Education for Treoraí





Future Directions



Promoting learner enablement and development

• Two iterations
• Collaborative 

approach to 
adapting the 
scenario

Design-Based 
Research approach

• Survey of student 
teachers

Initial quantitative 
data collection • Virtual Scenario 

Based Learning

Intervention

• Quantitative and 
qualitative

Post Intervention 
data collection



Virtual Scenario Based Learning
- Exploring an emotive issue in the classroom



School Context
Background and Lesson Plan



Introduction

https://rise.articulate.com/share/2-
jIGe7kYtkXVy3Q5RzJ0ZF2oikTbc-
B#/lessons/rlxBNSMoiH_hnHlA-14TZ7mSKiobAJm8



Conclusion



Tutor Feedback and Reflection





PME in Post-Primary Education



Break

Back in 10 minutes



Tea break

Back in 15 minutes



Lunch break

Back in 45 minutes



Icons
The aim for these icons for group discussion or activities. 
Please use them in the PowerPoint slides.


