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Follow the white rabbit:
guiding nursing students to 
creative poster presentations

Ann Byrne, Digital librarian,
in collaboration with �I�X�ô�2�ô�Ù�i�
�"�:�•�î�à�ÙDLD researcher  

@hiberniacollege
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�™ Hibernia College is a small, private higher education college established in 2000

�™ Widely regarded for post-graduate programmes in teacher education 

�™ Began an undergraduate Nursing programme in 2022 

�™ Since its inception there have been Nursing cohorts each year with the earliest cohort now 
entering their final year

�™ Poster assessment has been a part of the assessment strategy for the Nursing programme 
since its inception 

Background



Poster assessment

�™ Supports diverse assessment strategies

�™ Goes beyond traditional methods

�™ Respects learner diversity

�™ Creative, impactful, and engaging

�™ Enhances visual communication skills (e.g. graphics, 
layout)

�™ Help nurses integrate their learning into patient care 

�™ Develops lifelong skills (e.g. conference and service user 
posters)

���b�j�X�\���2���Ù�\�e�j�î�ô�2�e�\�Ù
embraced with enthusiasm 
the opportunity to explore 
their creativity and develop 
alternative communication 

skills. Many students 
expressed relief at not 

���Í�}���2���Ù�e�:�Ù�•�X���e�ô�Ù�Í�2�Ù�ô�\�\�Í�…�
�Ù
(Conyers, 2003, p. 39).



DLD involvement 

�™ Librarian and DLD researcher often collaborate on projects e.g. academic writing and 
referencing resources and supports, IASC repository, Digital literacy etc. and have 
presented posters at many conferences and events 

�™ �‡�ô�U�j�e�Í�e���:�2�Ù�•���e�����2�Ù�e���ô�Ù�è�:�+�+�ô���ô�Ù�Í�\�Ù�
�e���ô�Ù�U�:�\�e�ô�X�Ù�U�ô�:�U�+�ô���Ù

�™ Approached by the Nursing team due to poster design experience and expertise

�™ No prior experience providing instruction on poster design �ó approach developed 
�
���X�:�1�Ù�\�è�X�Í�e�è����



Workshop �ó Instruction 



Workshop �ó Activity



Handouts



Feedback

Please rate the poster design workshop 
(5 stars being the highest score)

BEFORE the workshop, I would rate my confidence with 
poster design as [ ] out of 10

AFTER the workshop, I would rate my confidence with 
poster design as [ ] out of 10

I found the two handouts ('poster checklist' 
and 'tips for concise writing') helpful



Feedback

"Clarity"

"How to actually 
make the poster on 

PowerPoint
etc""The example 

posters"

"Explained what
made a good

 poster"



�™Feedback indicates students were 
satisfied overall with the support offered 
and had a better understanding of poster 
design after the session 

�™Collaboration and partnership across roles 
and departments 

�™Face-to-face student interaction 

�™Development of skills, knowledge and 
experience for librarian and DLD 
researcher 

Outcomes

�™ Greater scope for collaboration and 
student engagement - Posters recently 
also included as an assessment method 
on PME programmes and advice sought 
from librarian and DLD researcher 

�™ Inclusion of resources on poster 
development on the library research page 

�™ Action student feedback e.g. increase 
scope of workshop/handouts to include 
PowerPoint guidance?

�™ Encouraging and supporting students to 
submit posters at conferences �ó e.g. HECA 
student poster awards 

Future directions 
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Thanks for listening!

Contact: 
Ann.Byrne@hiberniacollege.net
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